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People For Pollinators  
Written by Juliette  

In October, a small People for Pollinators event took place on the 
grounds of Lincoln Public School. Students, teachers, and parents 
gathered to help plant bulbs. These bulbs would be beneficial to the 
pollinators throughout the Lincoln area. For the past few years, a 
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dramatic decrease of pollinators has taken place. Bees, butterflies, 
and more are dying. Pollinators pollinate 75% of our food, and without 
them, an entire ecosystem, the one humans rely on, would collapse. 
So, Lincoln Public Schools decided to take part on trying to save our 
pollinators and our ecosystem.  

The bulbs we planted were crocuses and daffodils, both widely popular 
within the pollinator community. After a short explanation on how to 
plant the bulbs, we got straight to work. My group was given a 
hexagon shaped plot, shovels, gardening gloves, and a bag of about 
seventy bulbs. It was surprisingly fun, and most of the other students 
thought so as well. 

Osmany Martinez, a 5th grader attending Lincoln School, stated that, 
“Yeah, the event was fun, especially because my friends were there.” 
Gabby McCarty, an 8th grader attending Lincoln Middle School, 
thought so as well. “I had fun, and as long as my friends came too, I’d 
probably do something like this again.” Pilar Doughty, the organizer of 
the event, and head of METCO, promises that, “We would love to work 
with People for Pollinators again!”  

Overall, the event was a huge success. Yet, after talking to Jane 
Grubba-Chevalier, the Outreach Coordinate for the Lincoln Land 
Conservation Trust, I learned the event was much more than a small 
community service project. In April of 2014, the Birch School started 
a project to try and help the endangered pollinators. They were given 
the land behind Lincoln Elementary School by the Lincoln Land 
Conservation Trust and began right away. Two main plots were made: 
one natural and one for experiments. The Birch School planted flowers 
in the natural plot, and allowed them to grown naturally, without the  
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Traveler 

By Aidan 

I am 

Traveler of this world 

I am 

Bearer of many things 

I am listless, fierce, 
wind  

I travel over land and 
sea 

I’m soft as a summer 
breeze 

But fierce as a 
powerful lion  

In my suitcase I carry 

Things like pine and 
leaves 

I travel all the world 

I connect all living 
things 

Although not seen, I 
am felt 

Across mountains and 
valleys 

No one 

Has ever laid eyes on 
me
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help or speculation of humans. The second plot was used for soil 
experiments to try and see if depleted minerals were having an effect 
on our local pollinators. Soil samples have been therefore taking 
place for several years, in hopes to find a way to improve the soil 
quality. After learning this, it was fantastic to know the students of 
Lincoln were helping a much greater cause.  

Cross Country Review  
By Summer, Emma, and Emily 

ATTENTION all cross country members!  Be sure to read this interview to 
get the seasons inside scoop straight from the coach, Mrs. Sheppard.  

Knightly Gazette: “How would you say the cross country season is going so 
far?” 

Mrs. Sheppard: “I think that the season is going very smoothly. It was 
challenging towards the beginning of the season because of the fact that we 
lost our main coach but it is now going great and our girls team is doing 
especially well this season.” 

KG: “Do you enjoy being a coach?” 

Mrs. Sheppard: “I enjoy it very much. I like seeing my students’ behavior 
and progress out of the music room, but most importantly, I like seeing my 
students push themselves athletically, set and reach their goals, and 
improve their running times like crazy. I also love how the team always 
makes me laugh.” 

KG: “Since so many people have been wondering, would you consider 
doing a spring cross country?” 

Mrs. Sheppard: “I have thought 
about this a lot, and unfortunately, 
I don't think that I am going to be 
coaching a spring cross country 
team because everything is so 
busy at that time. I have to deal 
with BCOD, the students have 
MCAS, and so I just don't think it 
will work.” 

KG: “What challenges were 
brought by the unexpected leave 
of the much-loved Coach Trant?” 
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Dawn Approaching 

By Graycen  

Sea and flame, 

Flame and sea, 

Every morning, 

Greets me. 

The Sun throws its amber 
light, 

So that it can, 

End the night. 

Sun a specter in Dawn's 
hand, 

Turning the water, 

Yellow gold 

As she approaches.  

Dawn glides across the 
water, 

Sun in hand,  

Bringing light to the world. 

But Dawn what do you do 
once the world is lit? 

What do you do during 
dusk while your sun 

returns to you?

Artwork by Sydney
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Mrs. Sheppard: “When I found out that Mr. Trant couldn't coach this season, 
It was very unexpected and did bring some challenges my way. Becoming the 
head coach was very hard for me because I am so used to being the assistant 
coach and there were lots of kids that I had to deal with myself. I was also 
upset because I am good friends with Mr. Trant and we have a lot of fun 
coaching together. I think that I could just say that Coach Trant was greatly 
missed by everyone this season.” 

KG: “Everyone knows that you like cross country now but have you always? 
Did you do cross country as a kid or teen?” 

Mrs. Sheppard: “I have always been athletic but I started running in my 
adulthood. I used to be a fitness instructor at a gym and have always been 
into fitness.” 

The Cursed Child Book Review 
By Sonya 

Warning: Spoilers! 
Readers of the famed Harry Potter series, which circles around a wizard boy trying to destroy the 
most evil Dark wizard on Earth, were thrilled when “The Cursed Child” was announced as early as a 
year ago. But the story, which came out on July 31 of this year (which just so happens to be Harry 
Potter’s thirty-fourth birthday), is not what many fans were expecting.  

The story was originally a play, and its book version was only a script that was released. The show did 
go on in London earlier in the summer. Its previews began at the Palace Theatre on June 7, and the 
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  Autumn 

By: Zoe 

The falling leaves 

The sleeping bees 

The sweet, sweet 
candy 

Being helpful and 
handy 

Pumpkin faces 

Sack races 

Coming cold 

Being bold  

Snow soon 

Family comes at 
noon 

Huge feast 

Many treats 

All these things are 
things I love about 

Autumn
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official play opened on July 30. Surprisingly (and disappointingly), it was not just written by J.K. 
Rowling, the sole author of the original series. Rowling co-wrote the story with Jack Thorne, an 
English screenwriter, and John Tiffany, an English theater director.  

The story centers on Albus Potter, the son of Harry Potter, and his best friend Scorpius Malfoy. 
Because Albus gets Sorted into Slytherin house at Hogwarts, the relationship between him and his 
father becomes more estranged as he keeps re fusing a bond with Harry. In their fourth year, Albus 
and Scorpius discover a plot by the alleged cousin of the late Cedric Diggory to bring back Voldemort.  

In general, this story is a vaguely satisfying recap for those Harry Potter fans thirsting for more 
closure from the original tales from the nineties, but to anyone who is not a Potter fan, I would say: 
this brings a fresh perspective to the wizarding world from a young wizard with a different family 
orientation and a famous father, but I think the writing is not up to the standard Rowling’s fans 
usually expect from her. All in all, I say any fan of Rowling’s who hasn’t read it should; but not an 
independent recommendation on its own- I’ll give it a seven out of ten. Happy reading! 

 

Tuned In 
Nashaat & Juliette 

Welcome to the very first issue of Tuned In!  Lincoln’s very own way of keeping up with the ever 
changing world of music.  Each issue will feature a new and upcoming artist, so… stay tuned!  

Astrid Smelplass, who goes by the stage name of Astrid S, is an upcoming Norwegian singer.  
Smelplass grew up in the small town of Rennebu, Norway. Smelplass got into music at an early age, 
and later at sixteen participated in Pop Idol, a British talent competition show similar to America’s 
Got Talent. During that time, Smeplass released her first single, "Shattered,” which was co-written by 
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American singer/songwriter Melanie Fontana. She later released her second single, 2AM, at the age 
of 18. 2AM was released in the USA in 2015. The following year, Smeplass released an album, Astrid 
S, which consisted of five songs; Paper Thin; Hurts So Good; Jump; Atic; and I Don’t Wanna Know, 
all of which feature Smeplass’s outstanding voice and unique sound. Altogether, Astrid S is definitely 
about to blow up, so I’d jump on the bandwagon before she becomes common knowledge.  

Fall Poll Results  
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